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IX Histery of the Petersbury
C?.&Q

Egﬂi.ga.g‘adissgg_cs
Patersburg Public Libraty cama into being under the auspices of the
Amarican Legion Auxilisry. The American Legion had leased en old school
buliding (across from the Elks] from the tenitosial governmant to use as a
meeting hall, When the ladies of the Awdiisry discoverad many old books,

52%8%58:&323!328-2_-8:-5

3:92..8% rs. Dells Sarff was cafied In to help order new
gi%%&%? New York Times and was famiflar with

Memberships were offered at $1.00 a card. However, there was no
giiw&&i;:g&ig?o..s.l.g

its book raview section.

ond an Invoice sent to the stata. At the end of the year tha tesritorial

wasa limit to the number of books to bs taken out, 20 some peopia took out
membership cards In the name af naw bebiss so they could check out more
books, Defia Sarff recalis

When the kbrary begen, there were schools at Point Agassiz, at Scow
Bay and across the Narrows. There were people at Level lsiand, at mines on
Woswodski island, and at mink and fox farms across the Narrows. All thase
foiks borrowed booka from the bmary.

in the old deys the tesritorial govemment matched funds with the city to
support the ibrary and purchase books, The book orders would be made out
gavernment would send them 6160,

In 183€ the Patersburg Library Board of Directors consisted of Canol
Clausen (president), George V. Beck, Rlobert Allen, Dr. Jossph Rude, Miss
Myrtle Comelivs, Mes. Ellen Hasbrouck, Mrs. L. Reinke, and Harold F.
Dawes, The librery had igsimig!aﬁigg Strest
nextto the old telephona office. Tha library was receiving municipal support
inthaform of a rentslpayment of $300 8 year and & Ibrarien's ssiary of €300 8

Y X

1940 the city of Petersburg raised its brary suppore from 9600 to 6780 o year,
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Lester Wingard, high school principal st the time, was president of the tibrary
..egn

In 1883-54 there was a reorgenization of the Petsrsburg Public Library.
The govamnor’s office explained that in order to receive state funds,

Petersburg must have an clected libvary bosrd, Previously American Leglon
gg had been sppointed. Many had served falthiully for ten

In 1854, cgaaoagi!u!_nn_bgs. gg
Angile Hofstad, Vang Tate, Syb8 Locken, Losraine Ruds Thompson, Mary
Reid, Carol Enge, end Jane Hentze, The librarlan was making $500 8 year,
The town gave 01,322 to the library budget. There were 138 members of the
Petersburg Library Association in 1857

Back when Alaska became o state in 1859, afl Patersburg invoices,
lottars, and reparts were sant directly to the governor or exacutive assistant
to the governor. They took care of such minor purcheses es
weon.o:..-.g!.& Club selections for our local fbrary.

In August 1960, our Petersburg gnga!ﬁn nto its present
88..89.9-8&&35:8:!%0&&3 The fibrary srea wes
part of the original plan for the bullding. Emle Heugen was the mayor of
vssl!as!. Petarsburg Library received 8 grant of $1600 to halp furnish
the naw fbrary. They had to submit dotalled plans and spend money just for
ggg%nﬁﬂ and federal funds two years

in succession,

As far as anyona can remember, Clara Hannsh was Petorsburg’s faithful
rarian from 1837-1857. Clara was mother of Mes, Dick Miler (Vams). Delia
Sarff served as libracian from 1857-1983 when il heeith forced her to resign.

Our prasant (ibrary statf consists of Librarian Christine Fryer, who hes
served sinco 1863, and her assistant, Emma Giliiland., dﬁg o!_._.
fourteen hours a week. Na registration fees are charged. There are
tides. The city budgetsupport is $5100,00. ?ggginﬂg
of Jeannina Hammer {president), Mertlly Jones, Michaeta Ledden, D. J
59538.;:.93-?53;.1;2!&?::50!&5:!&
Eitzabeth Woad, acting member of the board.

~Bottl Watson and Ruth Sendvik



