DRAFT
February 27, 2018
Greg Staunton

Alaska Division of Forestry
SENT VIA EMAIL: greg.staunton @alaska.gov

Dear Mr. Staunton:

The Petersburg Borough Assembly is writing in response to the Five-Year Schedule of Timber
Sales, 2018-2022 released by the Division of Forestry, specifically the proposed timber sales for
Mitkof Island and Thomas Bay.

The Petersburg Borough was formed in 2013 and as a result of borough formation the municipality
is entitled to receive a set amount of state VUU land from within its boundaries. Last year,
Governor Walker signed SB 28 setting the borough’s municipal land entitlement at just over
14,600 acres of VUU land.

The Petersburg Borough submitted its municipal land selections to DNR as authorized under SB
28 just recently. The entitlement selections were made based on information provided to the
borough in the DNR Division of Mining, Land and Water, Director’s Decision of Land Entitlement
Certification Under AS 29.65.030 signed on December 6, 2013 and the Corrected Director’s
Decision Land Entitlement Certification Under AS 29.65.03 of March 15, 2016.

The borough made these selections based on the current condition of these lands and believes the
state intended for the lands to be conveyed to municipalities in order to promote local self-reliance

and local control. The DNR’s proposal undermines both of those objectives and moreover sets the
stage to devalue future borough assets.

We request all VUU land selected by the borough be removed from consideration in the
state’s schedule of timber sales. See attached maps of borough selections submitted to DNR.

Please let us know if you need additional information regarding the borough’s land selections.

Sincerely,

Mark Jensen, Mayor

Borough Administration
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833 — Phone (907) 772-4425 Fax (907)772-3759
www .petersburgak.gov



Map 1. Fanshaw Bay Selections
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Map 2: Thomas Bay
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Map 3: Ideal Cove
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