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TO:   Planning Commission 

FROM:  Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development Director 
   Joe Bertagnoli, Building Official    

Subject:  Variance Application – Parcel 01-0030-075 
Roger Sampson and Cheryl Keegan   

 

Recommendation: Approve a variance 
from the 20’ front-yard setback 
requirement to allow for construction of a 
1,600 sf garage 5’ from the property line 
with the following conditions: 

1. Proposed building shall be kept out of 
the utility easement; 

2. Prior to construction, proposed building 
location shall be reviewed by ADOT to 
address any concerns about location 
relative to highway culvert; and 

3. Garage bays/doors shall be on south side 
of proposed building as depicted in 
supporting documents. 

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning 
Commission makes the following findings of fact: 

1. An application for variance and fees was submitted by Roger Sampson and Cheryl 
Keegan (applicants) submitted on January 11, 2018.  

2. Applicant is requesting a variance from 20’ front yard setback requirement. 
3. Subject parcel is 13,012 sq. ft.  
4. The zoning district for the area is single family residential. Parcels to the North, South 

and East are zoned single-family residential.  
5. Review of application by Power & Light resulted  
6. Review of application by Public Works noted some concerns that are addressed through 

conditions of approval. 
7. Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the subject parcel on   

January 19, 2018. 
8. On February 6, 2018, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning 

& Zoning Commission. 
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9. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 

materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 

Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission 
makes the following determinations: 

The request is consistent with the stated purpose of a variance permit.  

1. There are exceptional physical circumstances applicable to the property which does not 
apply generally to the other properties in the same zone. 

The waterfront lots along this stretch of highway are quite narrow both because of expansion of 
the State’s ROW along their front lot line and expansive tidelands on the rear portion of the lot. 
Further a small stream runs along the north side of the property. These circumstances make it 
difficult to develop the property in accordance with standard setback requirements. 

2. The strict application of the provisions of this title would result in practical difficulties or 
unnecessary pecuniary hardships. 

The physical circumstances limits the available buildable area and shallow lot configuration 
makes development of the parcel difficult given existing setback requirements.  

3. That the granting of the variance will not result in material damage or hardship or 
prejudice to other properties in the vicinity nor be detrimental to the public health, safety 
or welfare. 

The drainage easement on the north end of his lot is a slight concern as this is a large culvert that 
will need to be replaced at some point in time and the garage being that close will be an 
issue.   However, this is an ADOT culvert so it would be best to contact Barry Youngberg, local 
M&O Manager, to see if he has concerns.   

The proposed garage encroaches on the utility easement but only by inches it seems.  It would 
probably be cleaner if he could move his building so that his setback is right on the western 
easement line. 

Garage bays/doors must be on south end of the building to avoid issue for highway or bike path 
traffic. 

 

___________________________ 
Chairman, Planning Commission 

 

___________________________ 
Secretary, Planning Commission 
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