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TO:   Borough Assembly 

FROM:   Planning Commission    

Subject:  Tidelands Purchase – Parcel 01-010-050 & 01-010-051 
Charles & Diane Christensen 

PER 16.12.080, THE PETERSBURG PLANNING COMMISSION MAKES THE FOLLOWING 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORT TO THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY: 

RECOMMENDATION: Planning Commission recommends sale of the tidelands. 

A. BACKGROUND 
1. An application for land exchange and fees was submitted by Charles and Diane Christensen 

(applicant) on May 11, 2018. 
2. Purchase two tidelands lots (01-001-562, 01-007-565) at 17 Hammer Slough St. 
3. Currently, the Christensen’s have a valid conditional use permit issued in 1988 for the awning 

that extends over these tideland parcels. 
4. The application was forwarded to the Planning Commission on September 24, 2018. 

B. DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY 
1. Tideland parcels are owned by the Petersburg Borough. The combined area of the parcels is 

approximately 2,667 sf. 
2. The parcels have direct access to Hammer Slough St. 
3. The zoning district for subject parcels is Commercial-3. The surrounding area is well 

developed with primarily residential structures. Public utilities are located on the property. 
4. Zoning on surrounding parcels: Commercial-3. Parcels to the south are Single-Family 

Residential. 
5. Subject parcel has an existing awning, which is owned by the applicant, and extends out from 

the adjacent dwelling. 
6. Subject parcel also has an overhead guy line supporting electrical line across Hammer 

Slough. The guy line needs to remain and should be noted in any action. 
 

C. ASSESSED VALUES OF THE PROPERTIES 
01-007-562 IS $3,700  
01-007-565 IS $600 
Total assessed value is $4,300. 

D. BENEFIT OF SALE VS LEASING 
Approximate annual property tax for the subject parcels would be: $45.53 (FY2019) 
Approximate tidelands lease for these properties would be $430/year, plus a nominal amount of 
property tax charged on possessory interest of the property. 

E. PUBLIC PURPOSE 
Borough departments reviewed the application for purchase and did not note any reason to retain the 
property in public ownership. 
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There is an existing electric guy wire that runs over the property. PMP&L recommends including a 
statement in any lease/deed allowing for the guy wire to remain as it supports the Hammer Slough 
electrical line. Email from K. Hagerman attached. 

F. PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
The applicant has an active conditional use permit for an awning. There is also a small float located 
on or adjacent to the subject property. 
Applicant did not include any additional plans for development for the property beyond a desire to 
consolidate it with their adjacent lots. 

 





Dear Planning Commission,         11-8-18 

I am advising the committee to reject the Christensens’ request to purchase 2 lots from the Petersburg 
Burough, for a couple of reasons. 

The land that the Christensens would like to purchase has historically been used as neighborhood access 
to the slough.  This is a historical Petersburg area, and not all houses have road access, so having access 
to the water via this land is a useful option for some folks.  This is also the only access point to the 
slough at low tide for anyone who wants to enjoy the slough by foot, which I would highly recommend if 
you haven’t done so yet.  If the Christensens were to own this property, the neighborhood would no 
longer have this point of access to the water or their homes. 

If you were to decide to take a walk up the slough at low tide, you will undoubtedly notice the garbage 
in the slough.  Rusty pieces of metal, plastic, plumbing pipes, and ceramics are everywhere.  But you 
don’t have to go down into the slough to see the 3 derelict “floats” or “docks” that are falling apart and 
being allowed to float away down the slough.   These all belong to the Christensens and have been 
abandoned for several years on Burough property, on the lots being considered to sell as well as the 
property on the other side of the Christensens’ lot.  If this is any indication of their behavior as property 
owners, then it is not in the neighborhood or Burough’s best interest to sell these lots to them. 

Thank you for your consideration, Ruth Johnson 

Please find attached 3 pictures and references to some applicable Burough ordinances. 
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