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       TO:           Planning Commission 

FROM:  Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development Director  
Joe Bertagnoli, Building Official 

Subject: Variance Application – Parcel 01-004-116 
Ty Peterson 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

DENY variance from front yard setback requirement 
DENY variance from maximum fence height 

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning 
Commission makes the following findings of 
fact: 
 
1. An application for variance and fees was 
submitted by Ty Peterson (applicant) on 
October 19, 2018. 
2. Applicant is requesting variances: 

a) from the front-yard setback 
requirement for purposes of 
constructing a 1,600 sf garage 10’ 
from the property line 

b) from the maximum fence height 
requirement for purposes of 
constructing a 16’ fence along 
37’ of the side yard 

3. Subject parcel is 16,585 sq. ft. The zoning 
district for the area is single-family residential. 
Maximum lot coverage allowed is 35% or 5,804 
sq. ft.  
4. Surrounding parcels are all zoned single-family residential. Surrounding area is well-
developed residential. 
5. Subject parcel has an existing 2,400 sf residence. 
6. Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the subject parcel on 
October 26, 2018.  
7. On November 13, 2018, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning 
& Zoning Commission. The Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 
materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 
 a. Comment from Don Koenigs 
 b. Comment from John Hoag 

Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission 



Planning Commission Staff Report 
Meeting date: November 13, 2018 

 

makes the following determinations: 

1. There are exceptional physical circumstances applicable to the property which does 
not apply generally to the other properties in the same zone. 
 
Variance a. The Sandy Beach ROW along the subject property is extremely wide making the 
buildable area on these lots relatively shallow without placing additional fill onto the beach 
tidelands. 
 
Variance b. The physical condition identified in the application is a steep slope along the side 
property line separating the applicant’s home from the neighboring property.  
 
2. The strict application of the provisions of this title would result in practical difficulties 
or unnecessary pecuniary hardships. 
 
Variance a. Despite the size of the right-of-way, there is ample space in front of the home to 
construct a sizable garage. The applicant could meet the setback requirement by reducing the 
width of the proposed garage to 37’. This still allows for a generous garage of 1,200 sf.  
 
Variance b. The applicant is seeking a variance to construct a 16’ tall private fence; this is over 
2 times the maximum fence height allowed in the district. The applicant could pursue other 
alternatives that are more in keeping with the character of the neighborhood to achieve the 
same result, such as planting vegetation to provide screening or constructing a shorter privacy 
fence closer to the their own residence that would require no variance or a minimal variance 
from the fence height requirement. 

3. That the granting of the variance will not result in material damage or hardship or 
prejudice to other properties in the vicinity nor be detrimental to the public health, 
safety,  or welfare. 
 
Variance a. The variance would not be detrimental to fire or safety standards, traffic, clear 
visions areas, and health and safety standards for air or water quality. Even with the variance, 
the proposed structure would sit 52’ from the edge of the roadway. 

 
Variance b. Granting a variance to construct a 16’h privacy fence along the side property line 
would have a number of negative effect on the adjoining properties including limiting site 
views down the beach from both directions and from the roadway. The proposed privacy fence 
is inconsistent with the character of the neighborhood, which generally preserves open views to 
the water and relies primarily on vegetation to provide natural screening. The variance would 
not be detrimental to fire or safety standards, traffic, clear visions areas, and health and safety 
standards for air or water quality. 

 
______________________________________ 
Chair, Planning Commission 

 
 
______________________________________ 
Secretary, Planning Commission 



Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, USGS, Intermap, increment P Corp., NRCAN, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri
(Thailand), TomTom, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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Petersburg Planning Commission 
Petersburg Borough 
Via email 

Re: applications of1Ty Peterson 

Dear Folks, · 

Jy has two applications each with different considerations. 

719 Sandy Beach Rd. 
Petersburg AK 99833 
October 30, 2018 

First, his request to construct a 16' fence. This should be granted. His "neighbor" has taken years and 
has yet to finish a building that is a neighborhood eyesore. It dwarfs the houses closest to it, and its 
height due to the rock pad that was built up destroys the privacy of those homes. 

Second, his request to have a variance from the front yard setback requirement raises an issue for all of 
us who reside on Sandy Beach Road, namely that the 60' set back makes no sense because Sandy Beach 
is no longer a state highway. I would urge that his request be granted as part of a decision to change the 
requirement for all Sandy Beach residents. 

Thank you for your consideration of these issues. 

Cc: Ty Peterson via e mail 
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